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“For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without 
law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law: 
(For not the hearers of the lau are just before God, but the doers of the 
law shall be justified..—Romans 2: 12, 13. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by Elder Rudger Clawson at the 
Sixty-ninth Semi-annual Conference held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake 
City, on Thursday, April 6, 1899. 

. will read a few words from the second chapter of Jacob in the Book of 
ormon: 


“Think of your brethren, like unto yourselves, and be familiar with all, 
and free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto you. 

“But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom of God. 

“And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ, ye shall obtain friends, if 
ye seek them; and ye will seek them, for the intent to do good; to clothe 
the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate the captive, and admin- 
ister relief to the sick, and the afflicted. 

* And now my brethren, I have spoken unto you concerning pride; and 
those of you which have afflicted your neighbor, and persecuted him 
cause ye were proud in your hearts of the things which God hath given 
you, what say ye of it? ‘ | . 

“Do ye not suppose that such things are abominable unto him who 
created all flesh? And the one being is as precious in his sight as the 
other. And all flesh is of the dust; and for the self-same end hath he 
—— chem, that they should keep his commandments, and glorify him 

orever. 


My brethren and sisters, I have selected a text this morning, but I do 
not know that I shall be able to speak to it, as I desire at all times to 
leave my mind open to the impressions of the Holy Spirit, and not place 
mystif in a position to resist that influence. I am reminded of a circum- 
stance that occurred with one of the home missionaries in the Box Elder 
Stake, which ‘shows that it is not always safe to rely upon a text. This 
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brother was called to go out and visit one of the wards, and before going 
he selected a text. He pondered upon the text, and perhaps considered 
in a measure what he should say. When be came to the meeting he opened 
the Bible and turned to the page where he expected to find his text. He 
searched and searched, but could not find it. He must have been five 
minutes before that congregation hunting for his text, and he stood as one 
who was dazed. After a few moments, however, the spirit of the Lord 
came to his assistance, and he made a pretty good talk, doubtless better 
thun if he had followed the text. It transpired that the particular leaf 
containing the words he expected to read had been lost from that Bible, 
and that was the reason he could not find his text. 

1 believe that it is the purpose of the Lord to make this people rich. 
See what a vast multitude inhabit these valleys of the mountains. Go out 
among them; study their characteristics—industry, temperance, thrift— 
and they are such as will make any people wealthy in the course of time. 
But there is danger in riches. Jacob was aware of this, and he called 
the attention of his people to it. The possession of wealth generally 
brings class distinctions; class distinctions bring pride; and pride, we 
are told, is an abomination in the sight of heaven. These class distinc- 
tions are very apparent in the world, more particularly in the large cities. 
We read the other day of a wedding in high life, and we are told that 
millions of money were married to millions of money, and that it was a 
very auspicious affair. Everything connected with that wedding was of 
the most magnificent order. Costly presents were made, including dia- 
monds of rare value and golden dishes. Think of people eating out of 
golden dishes, and at the same time being surrounded by many who are 
not in a condition to purchase even the simple necessaries of life, some, 
perhaps, actually starving to death for the want of food. Now, the chil- 
dren of the rich, surrounded by the conditions that I have mentioned, 
with superior opportunities of education and culture, in time get to think 
that they are better than the children of the poor. They can wear better 
clothing, they can eat better food, they have better conditions in every 
way, and so seem to think they are better. Let us imagine for a moment 
a poor man, albeit an honest, intelligent man, and one who may stand 
high in the estimation of heaven, coming into a gathering of the rich— 
why, the social distinction between that poor man and the rich man is so 
great that doubtless it would be thought to be a contamination to have 
him there, and a demand for his withdrawal would be made. They can- 
not associate together. Yet, my brethren and sisters, the Prophet Jacob 
tells us that we are made of one flesh. God does not draw these distinc- 
tions that we find upon the earth. We are led to understand from the 
scriptures that God is no respecter of persons, and that these social dis- 
tinctions that are in the world, and in some degree perhaps in our midst, 
are not pleasing in his sight. He judges not as men judge. He looks not 
upon the features; he considers not the wearing apparel; but he looks 
into the heart. We have seen this exemplified in many cases. You will 
remember the case of David. Samuel the prophet was sent by God to 
anoint a king over [srael, and he was to find this king among the sons of 
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Jesse. Doubtless, Jesse was very much pleased with this idea, and he 
passed his sons in review before the prophet. They were fine, beautiful 
men. It may be that Samuel himself was impressed with their appear- 
ance, and if he had been left to himself he might have selected one of 
them; but the Spirit of the Lord whispered to him that he was not to 
place his hands on any of those. So the prophet inquired of Jesse if he 
had other sons, and Jesse remembered that he did have another ron— 
a boy—who was out herding the sheep. The prophet asked to see him. 
When he came into his presence the spirit of the Lord inspired the prophet 
to say, this is the man. He laid his hands upon him and anointed him to 
be king of Israel. The Lord judged from the heart. He knew the hearts 
of these sons of Jesse, and David was the chosen one. 

So, my brethren and sisters, if there are to be distinctions among us, 
they must not be based upon our financial condition, but rather upon the 
principle of righteousness. One man is better than another if he is more 
righteous than the other. One man is more acceptable to the Lord than 
another if he lives nearer to the Lord than the other. ree 

The Prophet Jacob points out very clearly the manner in which it would 
be safe for his people to seek after riches. First seek the kingdom of God 
and its righteousness, and all other things will be added. Then if we seek 
for riches we will do it with the intent to accomplish good and to use them 
for the benefit and blessing of mankind and for the establishment and 
upbuilding of the church and kingdom of God. Besides, administering to 
the wants of the poor and to the sick and afflicted, the Prophet Jacob 
might also have with propriety mentioned the principle of tithing—if 
they observed that law in that day—and other principles pertaining to 
the Gospel. I have thought sometimes that God revealed this principle 
of tithing to his people in order that they should not be swallowed up in 
a spirit of selfishness; that their souls might be enlarged by taking of 
their substance and imparting it to the Church, and performing other 
righteous deeds. 

The poor we have always with us. It was said by Abraham Lincoln 
that God must love the poor because he has made so many of them. The 
Savior seemed to think a great deal of the poor. He came to preach the 
Gospel to them, to administer to their wants, to heal the sick, to cast out 
devils, to open the eyesof the blind. His life and his ministry was devoted 
to the poor. You will find, if you study closely the revelations of God 
found in the Book of Covenants, that a great amount of space is devoted 
to the poor. We are reminded of them continually; that we shall divide 
our substance with them. The fast day has been instituted, in part, for 
that purpose. It has been estimated that if the entire people of the 
Latter-day Saints would give to the poor the value of the two meals that 
they refrain or should refrain from partaking upon that day, the poor of | 
this church would be well provided for. But, let me tell you, this is not 
done; at least, it is not done in our stake, and I presume it is not done 
in other stakes. I have sometimes thought it would be an excellent thing 
to revive the custom of early days, in sending to the various families in 
the ward and gathering up their fast offerings; for the bishops of the 
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church well know that the people many times have offerings to make that 
they cannot very well carry to the fast meetings, and by sending around 
and reminding the people of this duty, a great amount of good can be 
accomplished. I have recommended this to the bishops of the Box Elder 
stake, and where they have carried out this counsel most excellent results 
have followed. This is a matter of vital importance. If we neglect the 
poor God will neglect us. We must look after them. Those who are so 
highly favored must divide their substance with them. And we must 
remember to observe this law of tithing. When a man’s income amounts 
to only a few hundred dollars a year, it is a simple matter to pay tithing; 
but you will notice that as a man is increased in his substance, as God 
opens the window of heaven and pours down blessings upon him, there 
is a tendency to drop off in the paying of tithing. It is easier for a man 
who is getting a $1,000 a year to pay an honest tithing to the Lord than 
for a man who is getting $10,000 a year; and it is easier for a man who 
gets $10,000 a year to pay an honest tithing than for a man who gets 
$100,000. It seems to be almost impossible for a man with that enormous 
income to pay a just tithing tothe Lord. Yet the tithing belongs to the 
Lord, and he expects that we will observe this law, that this may be indeed 
a land of Zion unto us. 

Brethren and sisters, I rejoice in pondering upon the principles of the 
Gospel, and in my weak way I am endeavoring to observe these laws and 
commandments. I feel blessed in it, and I can recommend it to you. I 
know there is a blessing attendant upon the observance of the laws of 
God. I pray that his blessing may be upon us; that his peace may be in 
our midst, and that his spirit may be poured out abundantly upon the 
Saints in this general conference, that we may be strengthened, edified, 
renewed in our faith, and encouraged to go on and accomplish the will of 
God. I ask it in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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QUIET CHATS. No. 2. 


THE Divine Mission or CHrRIst. 
[Concluded from page 658.] 

Mr. B. Surely we may live and learn, and I am beginning to get a 
glimpse of an idea that there is order in other sections of God’s works and 
ways as well as in the beautiful operations of nature. 

Mr. W. The longer you are a student the less you will feel that you 
know; and now that we have come to the history of that great character, 
Abraham, who was called “the friend of God,” we shall find that human 
life was becoming apparently modified, children were born earlier and 
men died of fewer years, the design of the Almighty seemed to become 
concentrated both by promise, blessing and election, hence it was said to 
him specifically, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ;” 
lineage became of more import, to Isaac also was the covenant renewed, 
and to Jacob his son; and in the history of Jacob, the grandson of Abra- 
ham, or Israel as he had been named of the Lord, there is a sort of cul- 
mination, for he in blessing his family just prior to his death declared, 
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“The Sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from between 
his feet until Shiloh come,” which most religionists interpret as a prophecy 
concerning the Messiah. 

Mr. B. This prophecy, you no doubt claim, was fulfilled. 

Mr. W. Not only this, but many others, and after the house of Jacob 
by blessing had become the twelve tribes of Israel, every woman thereof 
for generations, although Judah was indicated, had an ambition to become 
the mother of the promised Messiah. Judges and Kings, Priest and people 
were imbued with that foreshadowing, which became brighter and brighter 
unto the perfect day. 

Mr. B. You must have spent all your time in tracing and theorising 
upon a matter, which I had supposed only belonged to “the Cloth.” 

Mr. W. There you are in error; I have been and I am still interested, 
but I have only given a little leisure time now and then to this very signi- 
ficant subject, and claim even now to know but little concerning it, how- 
ever I can go a little further still if you feel interested. 

Mr. B. Why, my friend, my interest is increasing, I do not want to be 
fascinated so as to interfere with the duties I must attend to, but I am at 
your service. 

Mr W. You may remember that Moses prophesied that the Lord would 
raise up unto Israel a prophet like unto him, whose message and the pen- 
alty of disokedience to it were also told (see Deut. 18: 15, and Acts 3: 20). 
This is by inspiration claimed for Christ. 

Mr. B. Well, it took a long time to make the connection, and that may 
be erroneous. 

Mr. W. Not toa believer in inspired prediction, but I will refer you to 
a paragraph from Dr. Wm. Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible by way of 
narrowing our field. 

“Prediction, in the shape of promise and threatening, begins with the 
Book of Genesis. Immediately upon the Fall, hopes of recovery and sal- 
vation are held out, but the manner in which this salvation is to be effected 
is left altogether indefinite. All that is at first declared is, that it shall 
come through a child of woman (Gen. 3: 15). By degrees the area is 
limited: it is to come through the family of Shem (Gen. 9: 26), through 
the family of Abraham (Gen. 7: 3), of Isaac (Gen. 22: 18), of Jacob (Gen. 
28: 14), of Judah (49: 10). Balaam seems to say that it will be wrenght 
by a warlike Israelitish King (Num. 24: 17); Jacob, by a peaceful Ruler 
of the earth (Gen. 49: 10); Moses, by a Prophet like himself, i. e. a ravealer 
of a new religious dispensation (Deut. 18: 15). Nathan’s announcement 
(2 Sam. 7: 16) determines further that the salvation is to come through 
the house of David, and through a descendant of David who shall be him- 
self aking. This promise is developed by David himself in the Messianic 
Psalms. Pas. 18 and 41 are founded on the promise communicated by 
Nathan, and do not go beyond the announcement made by Nathan. The 
same may be said of Ps. 89, which was composed by a later writer. Pas. 
2 and 110 rest upon the same promise as their foundation, but add new 
features to it. The Son of David is to be the Son of God (8: 7),, the 
Anointed of the Lord (2: 2), not only the King of Zion (2: 6; 110: 1), but 
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the Inheritor and Lord of the whole earth (2: 8; 110: 6), and besides this, 


a Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek (110: 4). At the same 
time, he is, as typified by his progenitor, to be full of suffering and afflic- 
tion (Pss. 22, 71, 102, 109); brought down to the grave, yet raised to life 
without seeing corruption (Ps, 16). In Pss. 45, 72, the sons of Korah and 
Solomon describe his peaceful reign. Between Solomon and Hezekiah 
some 200 years intervened, during which the voice of prophecy was silent. 
The Messianic conception entertained at this time by the Jews might have 
been that of a King of the royal house of David, who would arise, and 
gather under his peaceful scepter his own people and strangers. Sufficient 
allusion to his prophetical and priestly offices had been made to create 
thoughtful consideration, but as yet there was no clear delineation of him 
in these characters. It was reserved for the Prophets to bring out these 
features more distinctly. In this great period of prophetism there is no 
longer any chronological development of Messianic Prophecy, as in the 
earlier period previous to Solomon. Each prophet adds a feature, one 
more, another less clearly, combine these features, and we have the portrait; 
but it does not grow gradually and perceptibly under the hand of the 
several artists. Its culminating point is found in the prophecy contained 
in IS. 52: 13-15, and 53.” 

Isaiah, who has been called the evangelical Prophet, had said, “There 
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots;” He (Christ) was called “the son of David who was the son of 
Jesse,” and in that Revelation which claims to be dictated and applied by 
Jesus Christ Himself, He deliberately assumes this utterance saying, “Iam © 
the root and offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.” 

Mr. B. You have literally overwhelmed me with quotation, testimony 
and evidence from Genesis to Revelation, and surely if all these are applic- 
able and count, there is more of Christ than I have ever dreamed. 

Mr. W. Surely your wonder is much lessened, that Christendom should 
so exalt and glorify the name which in itself carries suggestion with or 
against our will, for as you may have heard and remember, Jesus is the 
Greek for Joshua and signifies Savior, and Christ is the synonym of or 
rather means the anointed; the two conjoined make the “Anointed 
Savior” whether we will or no. 

Mr. B. I amassuredly gratified for so elaborate an exposition in regard 


to the Christ, for as I said before Nature may not indicate so broadly and 


clearly the necessity for such a character, but by admitting the idea of a per- 
sonal God, probably in the nature of things, in the Divine economy, as you 
observe, there is as much need of a Savior as of a Creator. 

Mr. W. Just so, and if you will, I shall introduce to you a few of the 
most striking titles given to this same character in sacred writ, as testi- 
mony to a certain something which no man can explain save on the prin- 
ciple of Divine revelation. 

Mer. B. I am all attention as becomes an increasingly interested pupil, 
and at present can only express surprise at my ignorance. 

Mr. W. Oh you are far from being alone as to that condition, the only 
trouble is that too many are more than willing to remain there, 
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Mr. B. I need not apologise to you at all events, for your patience has 
indicated your charity, and your presentation has captivated my thought 
and increased my desire to know. 

Mr. W. The end is not in sight yet by a long way, but I will give you 
the names promised as given by one of deeper research than myself: 


OLD TESTAMENT. New TESTAMENT. 
The Branch. Zech. 3: 8 Advocate. I John 2: 1 
Counsellor. Isa. 9: 6 Apostle. Heb. 3: 1 
Desire of all Nations. Hez. 2: 7 Finisher of Faith. Heb. 12: 2 
Emmanuel. Isa. 7: 14 Bread of Life. John 6: 48 
Everlasting Father. Isa. 9: 6 Corner Stone. Eph. 2: 20 
The Mighty God. Isa. 9: 6 Deliverer. Rom. 11: 26 
The Prince of Peace. Isa. 9: 6 The Head of the Church. Col. 1: 10 
Holy One of Israel. Isa. 41: 14 Image of God. Heb. 1: 3 
Judge of Israel. Micah 5: 1 Immanuel. Matt. 1: 23 
Plant of Renown. Ezek. 34: 29 Messias. John 1: 41 
Redeemer. Isa. 59: 20 Morning Star. Rev. 2: 28 
Refiner. Mal. 3: 3 Only Begotten. John 1: 14 
Sun of Righteousness. Mal. 4: 2 Seed of Abraham. Gal. 3: 29 
Servant. Isa. 49: 3 Stone Refused. Matt. 21: 42 
Wonderful. Isa. 9: 6 Wisdom of God. I Cor. 1: 24 


Mr. B. Do you mean to say that all these titles were applied to Christ? 

Mr. W. Yes indeed, and these were but a few, others as suggestive and 
significant can be found in the pages of Holy Writ to demonstrate that 
He was indeed the “Hope of Israel,” and the “Redeemer of the World.” 

Mr. B. Wonderful, wonderful! You have opened a new world to me, 
but I am sure it must be getting late, and no doubt you wish to retire. 

Mr. W. Shall we continue our “Quiet Chats” here, or can we change 
visits as a matter of convenience to you, seeing you have to come quite a 
distance? 

Mr. B. Well, I have been telling my wife of our interviews, for you 
know the best of women want to inquire occasionally how and where 
their husbands spend their evenings, particularly when they are as late 
as this. 

Mr. W. True, and when I come down to your house I shall have to tell 
my wife, so she may not be anxious if we talk too long. 

Mr. B. I shall look for you in two weeks then; I like the arrangement 
wonderfully, for my son and daughter have both expressed interest after 
my recital. 

Mr. W. Well now that is good, and I shall be delighted to make their 
acquaintance and their friendship, even if they are a little noisy as you 
said when here last. 

Mr. B. Oh I must have you overlook that, for while they are not man 
and woman, neither are they children. 

Mr. W. So! Good night again! Tis pretty dark, you will have to mind 
your steps; peace be with you, good night! 

Mx. B. Good night, my growing friend. 
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SCRIPTURE AND SCIENCE. 


UNBELIEVERS who are superficial readers and thinkers have set forth the 
theory that the Bible account of creation has been completely upset by 
the science of geology, but by a more careful reading and comparison it 
will be found that geology has done much to confirm the account given 
in the first chapter of Genesis. These would-be image breakers start out 
with the statement that the Bible teaches that the earth is only about 
6,000 years old. By careful reading it will be found that there is nothing 
in the book that can fairly be so interpreted. It says, “In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth,” but it gives no intimation of 
when that beginning was. The statement “the evening and the morning 
were the first day” cannot refer to the first act of creation for at that time 
there was no day, but “darkness was upon the face of the deep; but must 
refer to the dividing of the light from the darkness, as that act wer 
about the condition callec “evening and morning.” 

The time element in geology is very indefinite as no fixed unit of measure 
has yet been discovered. Men study the geological changes that are going 
on to-day and use the present rate of change to measure the changes of the 
prehistoric past, and from their calculations they come to the conclusion 
that according to the conditions plainly visible, which have been brought 
about by agencies now at work, the earth must have been millions of years 
arriving at its present state; but it must be understood that in no two 
localities are the changes going on at the same rate of speed, and if the 
average rate be taken as a unit of measure to determine time in past ages, 
the question arises, what conditions prevailed in the remote past that 
would tend to accelerate changes? 

Geologists state that in pre-historic ages greater heat prevailed, that 
there was a time when the waters of the oceans were in a seething state 
of evaporation and condensation, and that they were highly heated. 
Under these conditions the disintegration of rocks would be greatly accel- 
erated, the waters would more readily take into solution the solid materials, 
and in cooling would more rapidly precipitate their burdens in the form 
of aqueous deposits, and stalactites and stalagmites would be more rapidly 
formed. With the prevailing heat the rocks would be more plastic and 
therefore more susceptible to changes. 

Without knowledge of those past conditions—which is impossible with- 
out revelation—it is absolute presumption to claim that any unit of measure 
of prehistoric time can be found in the “great stone book.” As well 
might one reason on the age of a young man by his present rate of growth. 
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At nineteen years we find him to be 5 kt. 114 inches tall, then measure 
him at twenty and find him 6 ft. Now, he has grown half an inch dur- 
ing the year. As he is now 72 inches high, or 144 half inches, it would 
take him 144 years to attain his present height, therefore he must be 144 
years old. Geology reveals, to a limited degree, the how, but is quite reti- 
cent as to the when. 

The Bible says, “And the earth was without form, and void; and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep.” Geologists say that the earth was 
in such a heated state that all the water of the oceans would be sent off 
by evaporation and would form a mist so dense as to exclude every ray of 
sunlight. 

The objection is made to the Biblical account that the creation of light 
is mentioned previous to the mention of the creation of the sun, moon and 
stars. 

Now it will be readily perceived that no mortal man could possibly have 
witnessed these acts of creation, but they must have been revealed to 
Moses or to some one of his predecessors, most likely in vision. In that 
case, as the earth’s crust cooled and the waters condensed, there would be a 
separation as mentioned in Genesis 1: 6, which left a space called the 
firmament between the waters on the earth and the waters in the heavy 
clouds. Under this condition light would appear and the phenomena of 
day and night be observed long before the heavenly orbs became visible, 
as is witnessed now on a cloudy day. Later on as the heat diminished 
and condensation became more pronounced, the sun, moon, and stars 
would make their appearance, and the original writer of the account would 
record these various phenomena in the order they appeared in the vision. 

During the interim between those two periods is given the account of 
the creation of vegetation. The geologist says that the conditions in that 
warm, moist and carbon-laden atmosphere were very favorable for the 
growth of the earlier forms of vegetable life, and there is no doubt the 
light would be sufficient for such vegetation although the sun had not yet 
made its face visible through the vail of mist that enshrouded the earth. 

In considering the duration of these various periods of creation called 
days, it is hardly to be supposed that our days are meant. These days 
may have been periods of any length, because days on the different heavenly 
bodies must vary in length indefinitely. Peter tells us, and it is mentioned 
also in Psalms, that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, so there 
must have been at least an interval of 3,000 or 4,000 years between the 
appearance of light and the visibility of the heavenly bodies, a time suffi- 
cient to produce many wonderful changes. One thing is most certain, 
and that is that the order of creation as described in Genesis is strictly in 
line with that recorded in the “great stone book.” First vegetation, then 
aquatic animal life, and following that the fowls of the air, next the land 
animals, and last of all, the crowning work, man. 

This account, written thousands of years before geology was ever 
thought of as a science, and agreeing so exactly in order, should put an 
indelible stamp of authenticity on the Bible account of creation. 1 

A. W. 
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ANTI-“MORMONISM” IN LIVERPOOL. 


On Monday evening the 16th inst. we attended a lecture in the Masonic 
Hall, North Hill Street, by Mr. Geo. Keeling, ostensibly of Salt Lake 
City. The subject announced was “Mormonism,” but it was seriously 
mis-named; it should have been designated anti-“Mormonism,” as the 
speaker presented garbled sentences from the sayings of prominent 
Latter-day Saints and misconstrued others, besides using falsehoods that 
bear the “ear marks” of the Salt Lake Tribune, with probably a few vapor- 
ings from his own diseased imagination. Of this conglomerate material 
the speaker built up a monstrous, hideous fabric, dubbed it “Mormonism” 
and, after demolishing this creature of his abnormal imagination, cried, 
“Lo, I have condemned the ‘Mormons’ from their own writings.” 

By courtesy of the chairman, Geo. Wise, Esq., Elder H. W. Naisbitt was 
allowed ten minutes for reply, but the time being so brief only few of the 
speakers aspersions could be touched upon. 

The lecturer challenged all “Mormondom” to public debate on his 
statements, but put in the proviso that he would enter into no controversy 
on doctrinal subjects; but, as nearly his entire lecture consisted of attacks 
on the doctrines of “Mormonism,” any —_— would be completely 
gagged and at his mercy. | A. W. 


— — — — 


THE Elders who arrived last week from Zion on the s.s. Belgenland, 
reported having two narrow escapes from shipwreck on the voyage. On the 
16th of October when about 150 miles west of Queenstown, while sailing in a 
heavy fog, the vessel came within about 16 feet of colliding with the Wilson 
Steamer Ottawa, but the danger was over and the vessel passed before the 
passengers were aware of the close escape. 

The next day they found themselves in shallow water off the Old Head of 
Kinsale, the sounding showing only five and three-quarter fathoms, when 
the call of “Breakers dead ahead” came from aloft. When the vessel 
stopped she was within 400 feet of the rocks. The Elders felt truly thank- 
ful for their almost miraculous escape from a watery grave. 


WE had a short visit yesterday from Professor J. J. McClellan of Utah; 
who has been studying in Berlin; Professor McClellan is accompanying a 
fellow student, Walter Bond, home to Salt Lake. The young man is 
suffering with appendicitis, and his return is according to medical advice. 
His enforced return is to be regretted as he was making excellent progress 
in his musical studies on the violin. Professor McClellan will soon return 
to pursue his studies. 


At Home.—By private advices we learn of the safe arrival in Salt Lake 
City of A. W. Carlson, Esq., and wife, from their European trip; friends 


all think they are looking and feeling well. 


Tse Anchor Line s.s. Anchoria from Glasgow on October 5, 1899, with 
returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New York on 
the 16th of October, with all well. 


— 
| 
| 
| — 
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Cuierxks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice.—The Nottingham Semi-annual Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in 
the Central Hall, Shakespeare Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, October 29, 
1899. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2 and 6 p.m. 


THE DOCTRINE OF DEITY. 


It is very important that mankind should have a correct understanding 
of the Deity, so far as the Divine can be comprehended by the human. 
When the youth Joseph Smith received his first vision, he beheld two 
glorious personages, whose brightness far exceeded that of the noonday 
sun; that luminary was shining at the time and the manifestation was 
in the open air. They were strikingly alike in appearance, and one point- 
ing to the other said, “This is my beloved Son; hear Him.” 

In “Mormon” theology, then, the Father and the Son are two separate 
entities and each is a person in the form of man, who is made “after their 
image and their likeness.” Those Divine Beings, with the Holy Ghost 
form the Godhead. The Spirit is universally present throughout the vast 
domains of space, and is said by revelation to be: | 

“The light which is in all things; which giveth life to all things; which 
is the law by which all things are governed; even the power of God, who 


is in the bosom of eternity, who is in the midst of all things.“ Doc. and 
Cov., sec. 88: 13. 


Man can to some extent understand the Father and the Son by studying 
himself and the possibilities of his own powers spiritual, mental and 
physical, when perfected, immortalized and glorified. The promise is that: 

“When He (God) shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see 


Him as He is. And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth him- 
self, even as He is pure.”—I John 2: 2, 3. 


That is because “ We are the sons of God.” Jesus of Nazareth is recog- 
nized by all the Christian sects as the Son of God. Most of them say also 
that He is God. They enunciate the doctrine of the Trinity. With but 
very few exceptions they endorse the description of Deity given by the 
Episcopalian church, in the first of its Thirty-nine Articles: 


“There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, pasts, 
or passions; of infinite power, wisdom and goodness; the Maker and Pre- 
server of all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this God- 
head there be three persons, of one substance, power and eternity; the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 


It is also part of those creeds that: 


“Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again His body, with 
flesh, bones and all things appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature, 
wherewith He ascended into heaven and there sitteth, until He return to 
judge all men at the last day.” 


668 LATTEK-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


They further explain that the three persons of the Trinity are “co-equal 
and their majesty co-eternal.” Also that: 


“Such as the Father is, such is the Son and such is the Holy Ghost.” 


Of course it is difficult, if not impossible, to explain how a Deity com- 
posed of three persons, one of whom has a body of flesh and bones, can 
be “without body and without parts;” but such is the orthodox idea which 
they who can may believe. - But we desire to draw attention to the declar- 
ation that the Father and the Son are declared to be alike, “without any 
difference or inequality,” and that thc Son went to heaven with His resur- 
rected body of flesh and bones and sits at “the right hand of the Father.” 
We do this because the doctrine of the Godhead, as held by the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is now being ridiculed and held up to 
public derision by preachers whose creeds on this subject we have briefly 
set forth. 

Now if there is anything concerning Deity made clear in the Scriptures, 
which those sects accept as the only final authority in religious matters, it 
is that Jesus is the Son of God the Father and that He is the “express 
image of His person.” Also that Jesus was “the first-born among many 
brethren ;” that He and they “are all of one;” that as they were made 
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the 
same; that in “all things it behooved Him to be made like unto His 
brethren ;” and that those who follow in His steps will be like Him in all 
things.” (Heb. 1.) 

Now if Jesus of Nazareth in His resurrected body of flesh and bones is 
just like His Eternal Father, why should the doctrine that God the Father 
as well as Christ the Son is a person “a being of tabernacle” be scouted 
as contrary to Christianity? God is a spirit and it is true that “a spirit 
itself has not flesh and bones.” But man is a spirit also. His spirit has 
not flesh and bones but it dwells in a body that has. Jesus before He 
gave up the ghost said, “Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” 
He left the body and returned to it, then with that body ascended into 
heaven to dwell with the Father. 

All the sons of God, if they follow in His footsteps, are to do the same. 
For though He was the only begotten Son of God in the flesh He was the 
“first-born” in the spirit. And His brethren are to share in His glory as 
“joint heirs” to all things with His Father and their Father, His God and 
their God. | 

If Jesus Christ, with a body of flesh and bones spiritualized and immor. 
tal, is really God, is it unreasonable or unscriptural to believe that the 
Father is also an immortal being with a spiritual, eternal body? If the 
spirit of man is the offspring of God, as delared in holy writ, and the 
resurrected body of man is to be changed and fashioned after the glorious 
body of the Son of God, who is in “the express likeness” of the Father, 
why may not man also become in every respect like Christ, and thus like 
the Eternal Father of us all? 

“Mormon” doctrine on the Godhead is Bible doctrine, though it was not 
taken from the Bible. God the Father is as much a person in holy writ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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as is the Son, and the Holy Spirit, which proceeds from them, is the light 
and life of all things. By it they are omni - present. Yet our Father in 
person dwells in heaven and the Son is at His right hand. The redeemed 
and exalted are to “inherit all things” and “reign with God and the Lamb 
for ever.” 

“Mormonism” gives the only rational explanation of the scriptural doc- 
trine of the Godhead. It maintains the individuality of each person in 
the Trinity and yet shows their unity and omni-presence. It also points 
out the destiny of the sons of God, who are to be developed into their 
Father's perfect image and likeness and become one with Him and the 
Son as they are ONE. 

If the preachers who arouse hostility against the Latter-day Saints 
because of their doctrine of Deity, really believe that Jesus is God, how 
can they have the conscience to hurl the blasphemous and scoffing langu- 
age they use against the “Mormons” for believing in a God who has a 
body and who made man in His own image? 

“Our Father who art in heaven,” is really our Divine Parent. Jesus is 
our Elder Brother. We may become heirs to all that the Father hath” 
if we will keep His commandments, The Holy Spirit will reveal the 
Father and the Son to those who sincerely obey God and live by every 
word that comes from His mouth. They will walk in His light, have com- 
munion with Him and eventually, having overcome the world the flesh 
and the devil, enter into the Divine Presence to dwell with God the Father 
and Jesus Christ the Son, having a fulness of the Holy Ghost and being 
crowned as Kings, and Priests to reign with them eternally.— Deseret News. 


IN OLD SALT LAKE. 


CArTAIN HOWARD STANnsBuRY, who had charge of a government explor- 
ing and surveying party in Salt Lake City in 1849-50, when the California 
gold seckers were passing through, writes of the “Mormons” as follows: 
In their dealings with the crowds of emigrants that passed through their 
city, the ‘Mormons’ were fair and upright, taking no advantage of the 
necessitous condition of many, if not most of them. They sold them such 
provisions as they could spare, at moderate prices and such as they them- 
selves paid in their dealings with each other. In the whole of our inter- 
course with them, which lasted rather more than a year, I cannot refer to 
a single instance of fraud or extortion to which any of the party were 
subjected; and I strongly incline to the opinion that the charges that 
have been preferred against them in this respect, arose ei cher from inter- 
ested misrepresentation or erroneous information. I certainly never 
experienced anything like it in my own case, nor did I witness or hear of 
any instance of it in the case of others while I resided among them. Too 
many that passed through their settlements were disposed to disregard 
their claim to the land they occupy, to ridicule the municipal regulations 
of their city, and to trespass wantonly upon their rights. Such offenders 
were promptly arrested by the authorities, made to pay a severe fine and 


— — 
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in some instances were imprisoned or made to labor on the public works; 
a punishment richly merited and which would have been inflicted upon 
them in any civilized community.” 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


THE Norwich Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints convened in St. Peter's Hall, St. Peter's Street, Norwich, Sunday, 
October 15, 1899. 

There were present of the presidency of the European Mission, Platte 
D. Lyman and James L. McMurrin. 

Meeting was called at 10:30 a.m. by President Austin. Singing. Prayer 
was offered by Elder James W. Green. Singing. 

Opening remarks were made by President Austin. 

Elder Parrish then presented the names of the authorities of the Church 
and of the European Mission. All were unanimously sustained. 

The following statistical report for six months ending September 30, 
was then read: Number of branches, 2; Seventies, 12; Lady Missionary, 
1; Elders, 10; Priests, 8; Teachers, 3; Deacons, 2; members, 145; total 
officers and members, 168; children under eight years of age, 39; total 
number of souls, 207. Baptisms,3; emigrated, I. Strangers’ houses visited 
—in tracting, 5,109; by invitation and re-invitation, 526. Gospel conver- 
sations, 1093. Tracts distributed, 18,196. Books distributed, 253. In-door 
meetings, 247; out-door meetings, 119. 

Heber Austin was sustained as President of the Norwich Conference 
with the Traveling Elders to labor in their respective fields as follows: 
Norwich district, Joseph Howard, J. Fred Daynes, H. B. Parrish and 
Emily B. Parrish; Lowestoft district, T. M. McCune and David Butler; 
Ipswich district, Thos. West, Henry Crane, Jas. W. Green and John Cook; 
Halesworth district, Wm. R. Gedge and Heber Davis. 

The following speakers addressed the meeting: Henry Crane, Jos. 
Howard and Thos. West. Closed by singing, and benediction by T. M. 
McCune. 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Thos. West. Singing. President 
P. D. Lyman addressed the meeting in a very able manner. The remainder 
of the time was occupied by Sister Emily B. Parrish and Elder Wm. R. 
Gedge. Singing. Benediction by President McMurrin. 

6:30 p.m. Evening session commenced by Singing. Prayer by Elder 
Wm. R. Gedge. Singing. President James L. McMurrin addressed the 
meeting on the restoration of the Gospel. He was followed by Elder Jos. 
Howard and Sister Emily B. Parrish. Singing. Benediction by President 
P. D. Lyman. 

On Saturday, October 14, a district meeting was held at Lowestoft. 
Presidents Lyman and MeMurrin and all the Elders of the conference 
were present. President Lyman and McMursin were the speakers. 

On October 16, a Priesthood meeting was held in Gordon Hall, Norwich. 
The Elders gave brief reports of their labors, and received some timely 
instructions from Presidents Lyman and McMurrin. 
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In the evening the Saints and friends had a social gathering, where, 
after refreshments, the evening was spent in listening to Songs and Reci- 
tations. 

H. B. PaRRISRH, Clerk of Conference. 


An Eve ess Epxx.— There is only one territory of any size, and never 
has been but one, occupied by any considerable population from which 
woman is absolutely excluded. The place has existed for centuries. As 
far back as history reaches, to all females it has been forbidden ground. 

This bachelors’ Arcadia is situated on a bold plateau between the old 
peninsula of Acte, in the Grecian archipelago, and the main land. Here in 
the midst of cultivated fields and extensive woodlands, dwells a monastic 
confederation of Greek Christians, numbering more than 7,000 souls, and 
not one of the monasteries dates from a later time than the twelfth cen- 
tury. 

A few soldiers guard the borders of this anti-female land and no woman 
is allowed to cross the frontier. Nor is this all. The rule is extended to 
every female creature, and from time immemorial no cow, mare, hen, duck 
or goose has been permitted to make acquaintance with this territory. 


— — — — — — 


POETRY. 


AN INCIDENT. 


The mother sat in her nursing chair 
Resting awhile from the day’s routine, 
With needle in hand she had half-way dozed, 
As sun or shadow in turn between 
The twining vines of the —— that day, 
Glinted all round where the one child lay. 


He rubbed his eyes as the rays of gold, 
Fell o’er the carpet and on his head; 
The query fell from his pouting lips, 
“Oh! Ma, is Heaven like this?” he said. 
“More beauteous far, my darling child ;” 
She caught and kissed him as he smiled. 


The sun went down and the boy undressed, 
Went to his cot when the lamps were lit, 

“Is dark in Heaven, have they lamps, like this? 
I ask you mamma,—but wait a bit, 

I want to pray fore I go to sleep— 

Kiss me, Good night;” there was silence deep. 


All through the long weary hours that night, 
Sawmy was moaning or muttering low; 
The fever burned till the curly head, 

Was tumbled and sore in the morning’s glow; 
In broken words to the listener’s ear 
“T love—the sunshine—my Mamma dear.” 


— 
— — 
* 
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